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SUBJECT: GOG STATEMENT ON RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PRESS 

1. IN OFFICIAL STATEMENT MARCH 3 ISSUED BY OFFICE PRESS AND 
INFORMATION, GOG CRITICIZES ATHENS NEWSPAPERS FOR THEIR 
CONTINUING SPECULATION ABOUT SITUATION IN THE ARMED FORCES 
IN CONNECTION WITH FEBRUARY 24 CONSPIRACY. GOG ANNOUNCEMENT 
LABELLED ATHENS NEWSPAPER REPORTING ON THIS SUBJECT AS 
IRRESPONSIBLE AND INACCURATE, AND CHARGED THAT IT GENERATES 
"UNJUSTIFIED PUBLIC CONFUSION". GOG ADDED THAT "ONCE AGAIN" 

IT MUST URGE THE PRESS TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF ITS 
PROFESSION IN A RESPONSIBLE WAY. 

2. GOG PIQUE AT CONTINUED FREE- WHEELING PRESS TREAT- 
MENT OF LAST WEEK'S ABORTIVE MILITARY CONSPIRACY REFLECTS MORE 
GENERALIZED OFFICIAL IRRITATION WITH IRRESPONSIBILITY OF 

GREEK PRESS. FOR EXAMPLE, IN A RECENT PUBLIC SPEECH 
UNDER SECRETARY FOR PRESS AND INFORMATION LAMBRIAS 
SCORED GREEK PRESS AS THE MOST "YELLOW" AND IRRESPONSIBLE 
IN ALL EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA. 

3. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, ATHENS NEWSPAPERS HAVE THEIR 
OWN RULES OF JOURNALISM. FREQUENTLY MIXING FACTUAL 
REPORTING WITH OPINION. OFTEN PRESENTING PARTIAL COVERAGE 
OF AN EVENT IN ORDER TO SUPPORT VIEWPOINT OR BIAS OF 
PUBLISHER, AND OFTEN REPLAYING OR SPECULATING ON FALSE 
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BEEN ISSUED. LONG-TIME READERS OF THE GREEK PRESS HAVE 
DETECTED A MARKED IMPROVEMENT IN ITS HANDLING OF DOMESTIC 
NEWS, BUT THE RULE OF THE JUNGLE PREVAILS IN FOREIGN 
REPORTING, PARTLY BECAUSE GREEK FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS 
ARE USUALLY POLITICAL LOBBYISTS OF ONE KIND OR ANOTHER, 

AND PARTLY BECAUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS ARE INVARIABLY TREATED 
AS AN ASPECT OF GREEK DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. IMPROVEMENTS 
HERE WILL BE SLOW AND BY NO MEANS SURE. 
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